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Edition for October 2015

** The next regular club meeting will be held on Tuesday, 
October 13th, 2015 @ 7:30 pm at the EOC **

ARES Net

Every Tuesday at 8:00 pm on 146.620 – with 100 Hz PL

(except club meeting nights)

Club Founder:  Hollis Hayes W8ACD

(except club meeting nights)

Thursday Night Net

Every Thursday at 8:00 pm on 442.750 + with 123 Hz PL

Meetings

LCARA meetings are held the second Tuesday of each month in the Lapeer 
County Central Dispatch Center (911), 2332 W. Genesee St., Lapeer, MI at 
7:30 pm

Newsletter

Items for the newsletter may be called in to the editor at 810-793-4986 
or emailed to kevinboxey@hotmail.com.  The deadline for submission is the 
20th of each month.

Website:  http://www.w8lap.com
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Upcoming events

Presentation for October

The club presentation for 
October will be on Fox Hunting 
by KD8VP with technical 
assistance from KB8YGA.

Presentation for November

The club presentation for November 
will be on one aspect of EmComm 
preparedness by KB8TAR.

Thank you to Jeff W8ACW and 
Amy WA8MY for September’s 
presentation on Yaesu’s Fusion 
repeater system.

The presentation is now available on 
www.W8LAP.com for downloading.

The club Christmas dinner will be held at 
Ted’s Sports Pub in Lapeer at 6:00 pm on 
Tuesday, Dec 8th, 2015.

LCARA Christmas Dinner



Editorial Section
The President Says:

Hello all LCARA members.

Whatever happened this edition of the Waveguide grew to a larger size than normal.  So 
I hope you find a lot of reading enjoyment on the following pages.

As discussed at the last club meeting I checked on the availability of Ted’s sports pub 
for our Christmas dinner.  Ted’s was available on December 8th and the room is now 
reserved for us starting at 6:00 pm.  Last year’s dinner was well attended and I hope to 
see everybody there this year.

I was able to participate in the Michigan State SET on 26 September.  2 messages were 
sent to the SEOC using FLDIGI and one piece of traffic was received from Ogemaw 
County via DSTAR on REF024A.  There is a District 3 SET coming up at the end of 
October.  I would like to have some participation from others in Lapeer County and I will 
be working on setting this up in the near future.

See you all at the meeting.  Oh yea, we need a Waveguide editor to offer their services.
Kevin KB8TAR

The Treasurer Says:

Greetings to one and all.Greetings to one and all.

This has been a very busy month for me and no I still haven't gotten my tri-bander up in 
the air yet.  That said I will tell you that we will proceed to the new year in good 
shape. This past Labor Day Operation Care was the best one we have had in two 
years. We had about a fifty percent increase over other recent Op-Care's.

Thanks to Gerret Peters and David Erskine, we will be changing the hosting of our 
W8LAP.COM web site. These two fine gentlemen have found a way to do it for free, 
versus the near $100 we have paid for the last twenty or so years. HooRah for 
them. The process is not complete, but I am going to trust that it will be before I have 
to pay the fee on the beginning of October. This is just another step in the continuing 
climb to reduce the cost of running the Club.

This brings me to the point where I tell you that this is the end of our fiscal 
year. October starts our new year and dues are due.   Op-Care has always paid the bulk 
of our costs, but we still need the dues so be aware.

Ok I think that is it, I have a feeling I forgot something, but don't know what it is, so I 
am going to end now. I wish everyone a wonderful fall season. Get those new antenna up 
in the air. (myself included).

Respectfully submitted.
William Miller KD8VP Treasurer



The Trustee Says:

Hello W8LAP Supporters:

There were no technical issues with the repeater this month, or any matters 
concerning use of the W8LAP club call.

The changes to the repeater power controls, noted last month, are holding up well.

This month’s Links:

Accurate, Stable Frequencies – Part 2

Last month's links introduced a project, begun by George (N2APB) and Joe (N2CX), 
who produce the Chat With The Designers (CWTD) live and recorded podcasts.  This 
project is being presented over three podcasts, with plenty of background at CWTD 
dot com (cwtd.org)

This series is not just to show how to make a stable frequency source or standard.  
George and Joe developed some circuit boards that, used with some inexpensive 
commercial modules, lead one through three stages:  1) a relatively unstable Voltage 
Controlled Crystal Oscillator (VCXO), 2) upgrading to oven control, and 3) finishing 
with a very stable frequency source, phase-locked to Geosynchronous Positioning 
Satellites (GPS).  An overview of the project is here.

Editorial Section

Satellites (GPS).  An overview of the project is here.

If one wanted just a very stable frequency source, there is plenty of material on the 
web for guidance.  The CWTD approach is to lead a beginner through the various 
types of control; voltage, temperature, and phase lock.  By building each circuit, 
testing it, and observing its characteristics, a hobbyist can gain valuable insight in 
electronic circuits.  The CWTD circuits and ancillary commercial modules are:

The basic VCXO
A very inexpensive frequency counter – COUNTER
An oven control circuit – OVEN CONTROL
An inexpensive GPS module - MODULE

The CWTD site has several pages of background for this project.  Just take your 
time, and the structure will take hold.  Listening to the associated podcasts will also 
help.

As mentioned in past issues of the Waveguide, my links are sometimes mangled in the 
conversion from Microsoft Word to that of the Waveguide.  If you need help with 
these, feel free to write me at the below address.  Use "Waveguide Links" in your 
subject line.

See you at the next meeting,

Mike, KN8Z (kn8z at arrl.net)



Lapeer County Amateur Radio Association
Meeting Minutes 
Sep. 8, 2015

The meeting was brought to order at 7:30 pm. There were 13 members and 
guests in attendance. A special welcome to our guests, Gerret KD8YUK and 
Daniel Peters (studying), and also to Stephen Stahl KE8BGK.

Our program for the evening was “The Implementation of the Yaesu Fusion 
Digital Repeater” presented by Jeff Pender K8KZB President of the Genesee 
Radio Club. He described the advantages of digital FM and some of the 
challenges involved in the installation of the new Fusion repeater.

Dick KC8VHA demonstrated his 3 element 2 meter handheld beam. It utilized 
tape measure elements and a handle for use in direction finding. 

September is nomination and election month. Nominated for the club positions 
were:

President: Kevin KB8TAR
Vice President: Gerret KD8YUK
Secretary: Lee N8LJ

Editorial Section

Secretary: Lee N8LJ
Treasurer: Bill KD8VP

The members present unanimously approved the above slate to be the club 
officers for the 2015/2016 year. 

After the elections, appointment positions were announced and accepted. 

Club Call-sign Trustee:  Mike KN8Z
Repeater Team: Mike KN8Z, Will KB8YGA, Lee N8LJ
Waveguide Editor: OPEN

Kevin in his extended role of club president will no longer be the editor of the 
Waveguide. At the October meeting, the club will again seek a Waveguide 
editor. Octobers’ Waveguide will be the last one edited by Kevin. 

Membership dues are due next month. The dues are $12 per individual 
member, $20 for a family. Please submit your payment to Bill KD8VP.

The program for the October meeting will be Fox Hunting presented by Bill 
KD8VP. 



The Christmas dinner will be December 8th in lieu of our normal meeting. It will 
most likely be held at Ted’s Pub or Leo’s based upon room availability. Kevin will 
let us know more next month. This is a family affair so don’t forget to invite 
your significant other. As last year, you order off the menu and pay your own 
bill. 

One member question was brought up “Who has the authority to call the 
Weather Net”? Kevin explained that the authority comes from the county 
Emergency Manager. In Lapeer County’s case, this authority was delegated to 
Tom KD8EBY our Emergency Coordinator.  While anyone can be a net control, 
only Tom can authorize an official “Weather Net”.

Another member’s question “Will we fill the position of testing coordinator”?  
We will not pursue an appointment at this time. There are many test sessions 
within reasonable distance. The Waveguide publishes local test sessions as 
gathered from the ARRL Website.

Bill KD8VP brought up his issues with payments to the provider host of the 
W8LAP website. Gerret  KD8YUK does websites and has access to hosts for 
our site.   

Editorial Section

our site.   

The 50/50 was won by Mike KN8Z. Meeting adjourned 9:07 pm. 

Respectfully submitted….

Lee
N8LJ  



Three operators from Michigan will activate Montserrat 
(VP2M) from Gingerbread Hill

DXpedition announcement

(VP2M) from Gingerbread Hill

Dates: October 1 through October 8

Operators: Stan, AC8W; Jim, KB8TXZ; Lee, N8LJ
VP2M call signs: (AC8W) VP2MAC; (KB8TXZ) VP2MXT (N8LJ) VP2MLJ

Rigs: Elecraft K-2, Elecraft K-3S, Ten-Tec Eagle
Power: 100w
Antennas: Tri-band beam, multiband vertical, dipoles, 6m beam
Bands: 160m-6m
Modes: CW, SSB, RTTY
QSL via: K8ESQ

Distance:  2200 miles
Azimuth:  330 degrees



Event announcement



Event announcements

Register online here:
http://www.davisonschools.org/dcer.cfm



Labor Day Op CARE 2015



Swap information



Testing session information
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$$$ Stuff  for Sale $$$

If you have something to sell please send an email with the details to 
kevinboxey@hotmail.com to be included in the Waveguide listing.

Don’t forget to join your fellow hams on the LCARA nets

• Tuesday night at 8:00 pm on 146.620 – with 100 Hz PL

and

• Thursday night at 8:00 pm on 442.750 + with 123 Hz PL

L 

The District 3 digital training net will be starting 
up again on October 4th.  The time is 8:00 pm on 
3.583 USB and the mode is Olivia 8/500.

This is a great way to expand your Fldigi experience 
in a friendly and no pressure environment.



L 

Courtesy of  KD8YUK

L 



L L 

http://www.arrl.org/amateur-radio-parity-act

You can find the form letters mentioned above on this page……



On line training

I had the opportunity to take Transcear training a few years ago that 
had us climbing onto full sized rail cars.  Transcear offers excellent & 
free training.  The training mentioned below is on-line and should prove 
very interesting.  KB8TAR

http://www.transcaer.com/



Extra item
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Lapeer County Amateur Radio Association

P.O. Box 12

Hadley, MI 48440-0012

Officers

President: Kevin Boxey KB8TAR, 810-793-4986

Vice President:  Gerrett Peters KD8YUK, 248-921-5398

Treasurer:  Bill Miller KD8VP, 810-797-5329

Secretary:  Lee Dziekan N8LJ

Committees and Appointees

Club Call Trustee W8LAP:  Mike Zedan KN8Z

Repeater technical team:  Lee N8LJ & Will KB8YGA

Skywarn Coordinator:  Tom Oliver KD8EBY

Meeting Refreshments:  Bill Miller KD8VP

Newsletter Editor:  Kevin Boxey KB8TARNewsletter Editor:  Kevin Boxey KB8TAR

Net Manager:  Tom Oliver KD8EBY

County EC:  Tom Oliver KD8EBY

County AEC:  Kevin Boxey KB8TAR

County AEC:  Joe Medved KD8CIL


